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Dear

Friend~

and Benefactors:

Since our letter of February, the Marian Library has received a number of important
gifts that we wish to acknowledge publicly and that we think you would like to know
about.
THREE ART WORKS have been added to our holdings. One, an image of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, was presented by a Dayton resident to thank us for help with a research problem. Though somewhat damaged, it remains a charming example of the colorful work
produced by Latin American artists during the colonial period. Another Dayton benefactor donated an 18th-century icon, of the type called Deesis. Against a rich gold
background, flanked by the Virgin Mary and John the Baptist, Christ sits in majesty,
surrounded by angels. With His left hand, He holds a book open to the Greek text of
Matthew 5:16: 11 Your light must shine so brightly before men that they can see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 11 The most imposing of the new
pieces is a large oil painting willed to us by a relative of Father Leo Mock, S.M.
This beautiful composition, in soft muted tones, depicts an adoration of the shepherds
in which the Madonna is shown nursing her Infant Son. Hoping to identify the artist
or at least his school, we have sent photos of details to an expert in Zurich, Switzerland.
GIFTS OF BOOKS and other printed materials have come from several friends of long
standing: Father Herbert Kramer of San Antonio, Bro. Cyril Robert of New York, Father
Eddie Doherty of Canada, and Mr. Charle& Broschart of Florida. The librarian at the
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland, F~her Gustav, has been sending us many items
we could not possibly obtain without his generous help. His most recent offerings
included a pamphlet on the shrine of Our Lady at Krupiecki, printed in Cyrillic characters at Lvov in 1893. rBruchnalski 2172j
The Ambassadors of Our Lady, a group of lay people in Chicago, shipped eight cartons
of books from their library, which they had to disband. Among their gifts were runs
of several periodicals (Marianum, Marie), Bourass~e's Summa Aurea, the 12-volume Enciclopedia Cattolica, works on Servite spirituality, etc. Older volumes included a
1583 printing of the works of St. Bernard of Clairvaux rJanauschek 66lj and a book we
have long sought to acquire, Cardinal Newman's famous answer to the Eirenicon of Dr.
Pusey, printed 1866.
FUNDS FROM MARIANIST CONTRIBUTED SERVICES made it possible to continue publication of
Roberto Caro' s La Homiletica Q_riega ~ el ~lo Y. in Volume 4 of ~arian Library Studies.
Indices are now being prepared to the Greek and Latin incipits, key words, geographical
and personal names, and Biblical references. These will form part of Volume 5 of Marian
Library Studies to be published in 1973·.
THE MEMORIAL FUND established to honor Bro. Walter Roesch, S.M., enabled us to purchase
a very rare copy of The Little Garden of Our Lady, an English translation of a popular
devotional manual by Fran~ois de la Croix (1583-1644), one-time provincial of the Flemish Jesuits. The work was printed at the Jesuit College of St. Orner, Belgium, the main
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center for books exported to English Catholics. To escape detection by customs
officers and government searching parties all these books were printed in very
small format. Extant copies are scarce. Of our 1626 printing, which is imperfect,
only two other copies, also imperfect, are recorded: one at Downside Abbey and the
other at the John Rylands Library in Manchester. Seven copies are known of the
1631 edition : six in England and one at the Folger Library in Washington. The
Marian Library has other versions of The Litt l e Garden: the original Latin of 1622,
issued at Douai; an Italian translation printed at Rome in 1641; one in Spanish
done at Saragossa in 1660; and a second Latin edition dated Vienna 1743.
THE GENEROSITY OF OTHER BENEFACTORS made .it possible to acquire several more rare
books that are probably unique to American collections. The earliest of them,
printed by Melchior Rammiger of Augsburg in 1521 consists of two poems by Johannes
of Salzburg, a 14th-cent ury monk "whose poetry is noted for its artfulness and remarkable skill." The first poem, an "Alphabet of Mary" contains some ingenious
rhymes in its twenty-four strophes, which praise the virtues and prerogatives of
Our Lady. The copy we have is the one referred to in Jackson's Biblioth~~ Theol~
ahca at No. 2593.
Of possible interest to historians of the early 16th century is a pamphlet printed
in 1522 at Regensburg by Paul Kohl. It contains 220 short accounts of miracles attributed to the image of Our Lady of Regensburg. c Panzer 1551) The dealer's offer
included the fol l owing notes: "Each account is provided with the name and provenance
of the sick person and the kind of illness which was cured. This booklet thus forms
an interesting source for genealogical research (the pilgrims came from Bavaria,
Swabia, Austria, Bohemia, etc . ) as well as medical studies. The attraction of this
picture, for which in 1519 a wooden chapel was built at the place of the destroyed
Jewish synagogue, did not last long and during the Reformation also caused much trouble between the Bishop of Regensburg and the city council, for both claimed all its
revenueso 11
Students of the drama may be glad to know about our purchase of Le mistere de la Concepcion: Nativite : Mariage : Annonciation de la ~~~~i~t~ Vierge Marie, printed in Paris
by Alain Lotrian in 1539. This is now our earliest printing of a mystery play, a
genre popular with all classes of society during the 15th and 16th centuries. Our version begins with a supplication for the redemption of mankind, a symbolic prologue in
which Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael joined by the virtues Mercy, Peace, and
Justice contend with Lucifer, Satan, and Belial.
To our collection of 17th-century engravings we have added a volume of 101 plates,
done in Paris between 1608 and 1616. Almost all of them were done by Thomas de Leu 4
though there are a few by Jean LeClerc and J. Messager. Leu, who was a pupil of the
engraver Wierix at Antwerp, is considered by some as a forerunner of the etcher Jacques
Callot. (Both of the latter artists are also represented in our holdings.) Leu produced some very striking effects of light and shadow. This is best seen in his plates
depicting the life of Christ and Mary and in his portraits of the Apostles and the
choirs of angels. We were interested to note that several of the plates, somewhat altered, appear in one of our Book of Hours printed by Plantin in 1622.
LECTURES PRESENTED BY THE LIBRARY this past spring featured a noted Biblical exegete
and a famous writer on medieval civilization. With the Department of Theological
Studies of the University of Dayton, we sponsored Dr. Henri Cazelles, S.S o, who spoke
on "The Bible: Born of the Near East." In the afternoon of April 17, he conducted a
discussion on "The Ori gins of Israel" and in the evening lectured on the question
"Does Modern Historical Criticism Admit Marian Figures and Symbols in the Old Testament?" Dr. Cazelles, who teaches at the Institut Catholique, has written extensively
on the Pentateuch and is gene~al editor of the ~l~ment to the Dictionnaire de la
Bible. During his stay with us, he and the director of the Library, Rev.~oaore
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Koehler, S.M., met with several biblical and archaeological scholars from Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnatio The following month, the Library invited the Benedictine Jean Leclercq to speak on "The Church's Continuous Renewal." His lecture
on May 10 was entitled "From the Middle Ages to the 20th Century: the Evolution of
Marian Cult." The next evening he treated the future of religious life. Dom
Leclercq has written more than 400 books and articles dealing with medieval culture.
Since Vatican Council II, he has turned his attention more to the new study of futurology, especially as regards religious life.
OUR VOLUNTEER STAFF continues its greatly appreciated help. Mrs. Mildred Sutton's
immense file of clippings now contains over 31,750 numbered articles. Mrs. Bette
Fiore has almost finished typing slips indexing all the issues of Miriam, a Spanish
Carmelite periodical, which celebrates its silver anniversary next year. Mrs. Marie
Marquitz is still busy with an index for the Canadian journal, Marie . Miss Alma
Zimmerman is working her way through all 52 volumes of the Analecta Hymnica, one antiphon and hymn after the other, in preparation for a master index of this valuable
corpus of liturgical texts. During the summer, a young Spanish confrere, Xavier Anso,
S.M., did some preliminary research for us. He checked the National Union Catalogue
and the catalogue of the Biblioth~que Nationale to locate copies of certain early
printed books for future acquisition by microfilming or other methods of copying.
SPRING AND SUMMER ACTIVITIES dispersed some members of the staff far and wide . Father
Koehler was quite busy with a schedule of lectureso In early May at Kalamazoo, during
the Seventh Conference of Medieval Studies held at Western Michigan, he presented a
paper on the significance and imagery of the Misericordia Misericors as found in the
vocabulary of medieval spirituality from the Vulgate to St. Augustine and in the liturgy between 500 and 800. The address will be published in Studies in Medieval Culture.
On May 25 at St. Paul's University in Ottawa, he gave the keynote address at a congress
of the newly reactivated Mariological society of Canada. His subject was the present
state of research in Mariology. Then in August at Pallanza, Italy, he spoke to the
Italian Marianists on "Mary in the History of the Church from the 13th to the 17th Centuries." The first week of September Father attended the annual congress of the French
Mariological society at Issoudun. The topic studied was the current renewal of Marian
spirituality in those more recently founded religious societies and congregations that
bear a Marian name. (Father Jean Baptiste Armbruster, S.M., presented the _paper on the
Marianists.) While in Europe, he conducted several interviews about the Marian Library.
These will appear in magazines published by· the Marianists in France and Au~tria.
Father Koehler's book Maria Madre de Cristo e della Chiesa was published this year.
The work is a translation of his Ma~ernit~spi~lle, maternit~ mystique (translated
by Rev. Giacomo Boggione, S.M.) and his Commentaire du chapitre ~ de Lumen Gentium
(translated by Rev. Antonio Miorelli, S.M.)
During June Bro. William Fackovec, S.M., visited libraries in Cleveland, Washington,
DoC., New York and Princeton. The visits had three objectives: to get biographical
data on authors whose books we are recataloguing, to examine reference tools that are
to be purchased, especially in the field of bibliography, and to located works not yet
in our collections dealing with the Annunciation in art, the Akathistos Hymn, and
modern Greek literature on Mary.
PERSONNEL RECENTLY ADDED to the Library include Rev. James Hickey, S.M., who was
appointed in June as assistant to the director, and Father Bertrand de Margerie, S.J.,
our first scholar in residence. A native of France, Father de Margerie belongs to
the Brazilian province of the Society of Jesus. He has taught in Brazil and in the
United States and has a considerable number of publications to his credit. Among them
are the following books: ! Igrajf!. ~~ ~stado de Dialog£ (1965); Le Coeu;:_ de Marie,
coeur de l'Eglise (1967); Padr~, ~~fet~ ~ ~ista~ (1968); Reinhold Niebuhr, th~o
.!E_gien de la communaut~ mondia l~ (1969); Le Chris~ pour le monde (1970). -Father, who-

has just completed another book on Christ, will be engaged in Marian research here
until June 1973.
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK AND THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE BOOK will be observed by the
Library with an exhibit of biblical literature to be displayed from early November
through January. A facsimile of the Codex Vaticanus and a copy of the first printing of the King James Bible were loaned to us for this exhibit. From our own holdings, we will include facsimiles of three manuscripts: the Rabbula Gospels (a 6thcentury Syriac text), the Golden Gospels of Echternach, dating from the lOth century,
and 8th-century commentary on the Apocalyspe by Beatus of Liebana. To these we will
add biblical commentaries printed during the 16th and 17th centuries. We selected
principally those composed by men who had a marked effect on the culture of their own
day and on subsequent ages: Alan of Lille (the Universal Doctor), John Gerson, Denis
the Carthusian, Erasmus, Martin Luther, Martin del Rio (called the miracle of his age),
Robert Bellarmine, Peter Canisius, Luis of Leon. A glance at such a list of names
suggests all kinds of fascinating juxtapositions. We therefore hope that the exhibit
will prove an evocative and stimulating educational experience for both the University
faculty and student body.
MANY IMPORTANT STUDIES of Marian themes during the last thirty years or more have appeared in learned journals devoted to theology, art, literature, and history. In our
files we have hundreds of slips listing those articles that we still need. Some are
available either in their original form or as offprints. Many others, no longer to
be had, must be photocopied in various libraries. Obtaining these needed materials
will prove a rather costly venture. That is why we are asking for some aid in financing it. Few of our benefactors can establish a memorial fund or give us money outright to purchase a desired 16th-century volume. We are sure, however, that there are
many whc would be glad to aid us in some more modest way. These are the ones whom we
invite to help us see this project to a successful conclusion. Individual contributions of even a dollar or two, when brought together, would make it possible to bring
these valuable resources to our shelves.
As this year draws to a close, we look forward to our thirtieth anniversary, which
will be marked on October 20, 1973. Plans for a celebration are still in the formative stageo We hope to have some news about this in our next letter.
Sincerely in Our Lady of the Rosary,
The Marian Library Staff
October 31, 1972
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